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FLASHBACK FOTOS
Left to Right:  Officers of the Czech Catholic Union 
- Mary Ann Mahoney, Loretta Moravecek, Joseph 
Kocab and Pauline Kveton. Picture taken sometime 
between 1990-1997.

EDITOR’S NOTE:  Cheryl Dyson is a poet known 
for her heartfelt and inspiring works that honor the 
bravery, the service and the resilience of military 
service members.

                JUNGLE GYM
This children’s play structure, the jungle gym, was 
patented in Chicago, Illinois, on October 23, 1923,
by lawyer Sebastian Theodore Hinton.  Hinton’s 
father, a mathematician, had once built a cube-like
grid of bamboo poles for him and his friends to 
climb on while they were living in Japan.  
Years later, Hinton recreated his father’s design 
using iron, leading to the commercial development
of the jungle gym.  
One of Hinton’s earliest models still stands on the 
playground of Crow Island School in Winnetka, 
Illinois.  
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FLAGS OF VALOR  -  SAINT LOUIS, MISSOURI  SEPTEMBER 5 – 13, 2026

Every five years on the anniversary of 9/11, thousands of American flags are placed on ‘Art Hill’ in Forest 
Park, St. Louis, Missouri, to pay tribute to all those who lost their lives on that fateful day in September 
2001.  

FLAGS OF VALOR is a weeklong event to honor the victims of 9/11, the first responders who lost their 
lives, and military who have made the ultimate sacrifice fighting in the War on Terror.  Each flag bears a 
dog tag with the hero’s name and information, along with their picture. Following the event, the 3’ x 5’ flags 
are offered to the family members of those honored, with special arrangements for Gold Star families.

This year, the 7,620 flags were blessed and installed on Saturday, September 5 on ‘Art Hill’.  There is a 
special area to commemorate those Americans who lost their lives on September 11, 2001.  An educational 
area had 6 large display boards with the individual names and pictures of each of the 2,564 victims of the 
9/11 attacks.  Also in a special area, 413 flags name and recognize the first responders who died on that day.

Throughout the week, day and night, thousands came to pay tribute and remember these fallen heroes.  
Most walk in silence, with only the sound of the splashing water from the grand fountains at the base of the 
hill.  The solemn atmosphere was only disturbed when a breeze would rustle the thousands of the flags and 
the hero’s dog tags would clink against the flagpoles.

The culmination of the week’s events was the Candlelight 
Memorial on Friday, September 11.  The candlelight ceremony 
began at dusk, with a brief program and patriotic songs.  Gold 
Star families were given memorial candles. Then at 9:11 p.m., 
the reading of each name began.  This continued throughout 
the night, ensuring that each life was spoken, remembered, and 
honored.

The inaugural FLAGS OF VALOR event was held in 2011 by 
America’s Heartland Remembers to commemorate the ten-year 
anniversary of the 9/11 attacks. Taking place from September 10-
18, 2011,  that event featured 2,977 flags placed to remember the 
individuals lost on that tragic day at the World Trade Center, 
the Pentagon, on Flight 93, and the first responders.

In 2016, on the 15th anniversary of 9/11, the FLAGS OF VALOR 
expanded to also honored the military service members who died 
in the War on Terror during the following operations:

• Enduring Freedom
• New Dawn
• Iraqi Freedom
• Inherent Resolve
• Freedom’s Sentinel

‘Art Hill’ is one of the most visited 
spots in Forest Park, situated 

between the St. Louis Art Museum
and the Grand Basin.

Much of Forest Park was the site of 
the 1904 World’s Fair and both the 
Main Art Museum building and the 
Grand Basin are original structures 

from the 1904 Fair.
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America’s Heartland Remembers is 
a nonprofit organization founded 
in 2011 to honor and remember the 
heroes and victims of 9/11.  It has 
now expanded its focus to educating 
a new generation who did not 
experience the events and aftermath 
of September 11, 2001.

Since inception, the foundation has 
donated more than $500,000 to 
various military charities, including 
Gold Star Families, The Blue Star 
Mothers of America – Missouri 
Chapter 4,  The Flagman’s Mission 
Continues,  Greater St. Louis Honor 
Flight, Patriot Training Foundation, Got your Six 
Support Dogs,  Semper Fi & America’s Fund,  and 
Missouri Military Memorial Fund.
The organization also published the book “Under 
One Flag” in 2014.                            
To learn more, please visit their website: www.
flagsofvalorstl.com

St. Ludmila Society #7 was proud to sponsor 
one of the 7,620 flags in 2026.

Our hero is US Army Corporal Paulomarko 
Pacificador, from Shirley NY.  He served during 

Operation Iraqi 
Freedom.  He was 
killed  on August 
13, 2007 with two 
fellow soldiers in 
Iraq when their 

vehicle was struck 
by an IED.  All 

three servicemen 
were posthumously 
awarded the Bronze 

Star and Purple 
Heart.
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SENT IN FROM A MEMBER –
“Every Czech Is An ‘Expert’”
There is a distinctly noticeably Czech character trait, both in the Czech Republic and among Czech-
Americans abroad - every Czech is an expert.  Not a casual opinion-holder – an expert:  on politics, on 
hockey, on medicine, on weather, on bread, on mushrooms, on world affairs, on your relationship, on 
why your car is making that noise, on what America is doing wrong, on what Prague is doing wrong and 
naturally, on what you are doing wrong.  And if there is a kitchen table, a pub, a tram stop, a family 
gathering, a cottage or even a waiting room involved, there will absolutely be someone confidently explaining 
exactly how things really are.              

         TRAM STOP IN PRAGUE     PUB IN PRAGUE

A well-known Czech expression is found in the verb, prit se; to argue, to dispute, to challenge, to contend.  
Not necessarily out of anger.  Often not even out of disagreement.  But because somewhere deep in the Czech 
soul lives an almost unstoppable instinct to examine, debate, analyze and correct.  You can say the simplest 
thing imaginable and suddenly a Czech man leans back in his chair, squints slightly and begins explaining 
why you are technically wrong.  

Czechs do not simply absorb information peacefully.  They test it, pull it apart, examine it from three angles.  
Somebody always has another interpretation, another memory, another theory, another cousin who did it 
differently in 1973.  There are wonderful Czech words for people like this:  A vseznalek – a know-it-all; A 
pouckar – someone constantly instructing everyone else; A premoudrely clovek – someone overly wise for 
their own good. Perhaps the best is prechytraly – too clever, smugly over-clever, the person who always 
believes they are the smartest one in the room.  

Yet, this is said with enormous affection, because this trait did not appear out of nowhere.  Czechs survived 
centuries of occupation, censorship, invasions, political instability, propaganda, war, shortages, betrayals, 
shifting borders and governments that ordinary people often learned very quickly not to trust.  Under 
communism especially, official narratives and reality were frequently two entirely different things.  Saying 
the wrong thing openly could damage your career, your education, your safety or your future.  People learned 
to read between the lines – to listen carefully, to decode subtext, to notice contradictions, to analyze what 
was really happening underneath the surface.

Skepticism became survival.  People learned to rely not on institutions but on family, neighbors, 
grandmothers, mechanics, cottage conversations and the man drinking beer at the end of the table who 
“heard something.”  Generations developed this deeply ingrained instinct to question everything.  You 
were almost foolish if you trusted official answers too quickly.  That habit never disappeared.  Even today, 
many Czechs instinctively distrust polished presentations, motivational enthusiasm, corporate optimism or 
overly cheerful salesmanship.  The Czech mind immediately begins scanning for what is fake, manipulative, 
exaggerated or hidden underneath.

Continues on page 18
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Perhaps that is why Czech humor is so sharp – dry, observational, cynical, merciless.  A Czech can dismantle 

an entire political system with one muttered sentence over a beer.  What outsiders sometimes mistake as 

negativity is often something far more complicated:  a culture trained by history not to survive through 

illusions.   People challenge things because they have spent generations learning that easy answers are often 

dangerous answers.  

Sometimes they are right.  Some of the sharpest observations ever heard came not from professors or 

experts, but from ordinary Czech people sitting quietly at kitchen tables, bus stops, mechanics’ shops, 

cottages or smoky pubs.  There is an old-world intelligence there – practical intelligence, pattern recognition, 

a deep instinct for human nature.  

The most fascinating thing is that this quality exists side by side with another deeply Czech characteristic:  

a discomfort with arrogance, self-promotion, or displays of importance.  Czechs often distrust people who 

boast about success, wealth, status or power, while simultaneously possessing absolute confidence in their 

own opinions.  It creates this wonderful national contradiction:  I am nobody important…but let me explain 

to you exactly why everyone else is wrong.”

This can absolutely become exhausting.  Someone always knows better.  Someone always has another angle.  

Someone always has a story proving why your information is incomplete.  Sometimes you desperately want 

someone to simply say, “You know what? Maybe I don’t know.”  But that is not particularly Czech.

Still, it would be better to sit in a Czech pub listening to passionate arguments about absolutely everything 

than endure shallow conversations where nobody says anything real.  Czech people are very engaged with 

life.  They care enough to argue, care enough to question, care enough to think critically, care enough to 

challenge each other – even if they drive one another completely insane doing it.

In conclusion, that is why, no matter where Czechs go in the world, they remain unmistakably Czech.  You 

can usually recognize it within the first five minutes of conversation.  Usually right after they explain how 

they could run the country better themselves.  

Note: Christina is the legal counsel for the    
Czech Catholic Union and has graciously 
offered to extend a 10% discount to any of 

our members who mention this article.
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We do not want to lose contact with our members.  If you move, please let us know!

Name       Society No.

Old Address               State    Zip

New Address             State  Zip

Email Address      Phone Number

Mail to Czech Catholic Union/CCU Life
5349 Dolloff Road, Cleveland, Ohio 44127 or email at insurance@czechccu.org
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PARBUDICE CASTLE

This castle was built between 1310-1319.  It originated as a medieval water fortress.  The castle evolved 
from a medieval defensive stronghold (used for military purposes) into a Renaissance palace, then into an 
administrative and industrial site and now serves as a cultural and historical landmark.  

Today, the castle houses the East Bohemian Museum with exhibitions on regional history, art and nature. 
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GINGERBREAD HOUSE
PERNIKOVA CHALOUPKA

This is a museum, though referred to as a house, 
is located in Pardubice, which is an hour drive 
from Prague.  The house  has more than 1,000 
gingerbreads from all over the Czech Republic.
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Benedictine High School, Cleveland, OH – “On behalf of the entire Benedictine High School Community, I 
want to thank you for your generous gift.  As we proudly celebrate our 99th year of developing young men 
in mind, body and spirit, we are deeply grateful for your kind support.  As we look ahead to our centennial 
year, we remain inspired by the generations of young men whose lives have been shaped by our mission.”

Yours in St. Benedict, Mr. Chris Lorber “04, Chief Operating Officer Benedictine High School 

Friends of Bohemian National Cemetery, Chicago, IL – “On behalf of the Board of Friends of Bohemian 
National Cemetery, we thank you for your recent 2026 donation.  Originated in 2004, Friends of BNC works 
to promote the historical significance, enhance the beauty and preserve the artistic heritage of Bohemian 
National Cemetery.  Contributions like yours have made possible the funding of numerous projects including 
the Columbarium Restoration Project, improvements to the World War I, II and Civil War monuments and 
most recently limestone pillars and fencing in front of the historic gatehouse.  Again, thank you for your 
support.”

          Chuck Michalek President, Friends of BNC 

Czech Cultural Garden & Sokol Greater Cleveland, Cleveland, OH – “Thank you for the donation to the 
Garden.  Also, thank you for your generous donation for the roof replacement at Bohemian National Hall-
Sokol Greater Cleveland.  I am happy to report that the roof work is now complete.  Your ongoing support 
is appreciated.  It enables our organization to maintain the Czech culture through the museum, cultural 
garden, many events and Sunday dinners.”

          With Sokol NAZDAR, Paul Burik, President-Sokol Greater Cleveland

Notre Dame Cathedral Latin High School, Chardon, OH – “On behalf of Notre Dame Schools, I extend our 
heartfelt thanks for your generous gift to the NDCL fund.  Your support plays a vital role in sustaining 
our mission, “to educate leaders who transform the world, as Jesus did, by living the truth in love.” We 
are deeply grateful for your commitment to our schools and the students we serve.  Your generosity is a 
testament to the strength of our community and the enduring impact of Catholic education.  May God bless 
you for your kindness and continued support.”

         With all our gratitude, Dr. Jacqueline Hoynes, President

Malachi House, Cleveland, OH – “On behalf of the Board of Trustees, Staff, and Residents of Malachi House, 
please accept our deepest appreciation for your very Generous Annual Appeal donation.  We are grateful 
that you chose Malachi House to receive this gift.”

         Sincerely, Judy Ghazoul Hillow, Executive Director

Saint Andrew Abbey, Cleveland, OH – “On behalf of the monks of St. Andrew Abbey, thank you for your 
generous donation.  Your investment plays a vital role in allowing us to continue our mission to serve our 
community, and for this we are grateful.”

                           Peace, Rt. Rev. Gary A. Hoover, OSB, Abbot

Boys & Girls Clubs of Northeast Ohio, Cleveland, OH – “Thank you for your generous gift and continued 
partnership with BGCNEO.  We are grateful for your support and the impact it will have on the youth and 
families we serve.”

                          Thanks, Kara Adkins, Manager of Donor Relations & Stewardship

Continues on page 23
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CGSI, Mendota Heights, MN – “On behalf of the members of the CGSI, I thank you for your generous 
donation.  We truly appreciate your continued support.”

Sincerely, Marcy Jacko Namespetra, Corresponding Secretary

Covenant House, New York, NY – “During the month of July, we are reminded of the importance of freedom, 
pride, and caring for our community. You lived out these American values recently - your gift is helping 
make independence possible for young people at Covenant House.”

           With great gratitude, Bill Bedrossian, President and CEO

Providence House, Cleveland, OH – “Thank you so much for helping Providence House keep kids safe and 
families together!  Your lifechanging gift advances our mission to support children and families during times 
of crisis.”

                          With Heartfelt gratitude, Natalie A. Leek, President and CEO

National Czech & Slovak Museum & Library, Cedar Rapids, Iowa – “On behalf of the board of directors, 
members, and staff at the National Czech & Slovak Museum & Library, I would like to personally thank you 
for your contribution.  Please know how much we appreciate your financial support of the museum and our 
programs.”

                           Sincerely, Luis E Flores, Director of Annual Giving and Membership

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, Cleveland, OH – “Many thanks for the generous annual donation.  Your 
ongoing and generous support is greatly appreciated.”

                           Sincerely, Rev. Joseph H Callahan, Pastor

9/11 Memorial & Museum – New York, NY – “Thank you for your generous donation to the National 
September 11 Memorial & Museum.  Your support helps ensure that this sacred place of remembrance and 
learning continues to serve visitors from around the world.”
  Sincerely, Josh Cherwin, EVP & Chief Advancement and Communications Officer

American Cancer Society – Dublin, OH – “Thank you.  In a country where 1 in 3 men and women will 
be diagnosed with cancer in their lifetime, your donation to the American Cancer Society is more than a 
financial gift.  Your donation provides a lifeline for the cancer community, and helps us work to end cancer 
as we know it, for everyone.”

                               Warm regards, Shane Jacobson, Chief Executive Officer

American Heart Association - Dallas, TX – “Thank you for your donation to the American Heart Association 
in support of our mission to be a relentless force for a world of longer, healthier lives.”

                All my best, Nancy Brown, Chief Executive Officer

American Red Cross – Washington, DC – “On behalf of the American Red Cross, thank you for your generous 
gift, which will be applied to Where It Is Needed Most.  Support from companies like yours is truly making 
an impact in the lives of those we serve every day.”

                               Sincerely, Cliff Holtz, President and CEO, American Red Cross

Children’s Cancer Research Fund – Bloomington, MN – “Thank you for your donation to Children’s Cancer 
Research Fund.  We believe that together, we will achieve a world without cancer.  We can’t thank you 
enough for your support.”

                               Gratefully, Joe Cassidy, Donor Services Representative 

St. Therese Parish – Garfield Hts., OH – “thank you for your donation.  Your generosity helps make it 
possible for our parish to carry on its ministry.”

In Christ, Reverend Kevin Fox, Administrator

University Settlement – Cleveland, OH – “We sincerely appreciate your generous donation.  Your support 
plays a crucial role in advancing our mission to provide essential resources that empower individuals and 
families to learn, grow and thrive.”

Sincerely, Tracey N. Mason, Interim Executive Director

Continues on page 24
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St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital – Memphis, TN – “thank you, thank you for your donation.  Generous 
gifts like yours do so much to help move our lifesaving research forward for all the little boys and girls who 
turn to us each year.  Your support is truly a gift of hope for thousands of children around the world.”

Very truly yours, Martin Hand, Chief Development Officer

Greater Cleveland Food Bank, Cleveland, OH – “Please accept my deepest gratitude for your generous 
gift.  In our fiscal 2025 (October 2024through September 205), the Food Bank and our partners served over 
404,000 unduplicated neighbors.  Through our network of more than a thousand program partners, we 
distributed 53.3 million pounds of food and a record 53,580 individuals visited our Community Resource 
Center.  Together with our community we provide nutritious food and essential resources so our neighbors 
facing hunger can thrive.  We do this in good times and bad and your generosity empowers us to carry out 
that mission.”

Gratefully, Lisa Sands, Senior Manager of Corporate Relations

Special Olympics – Westerville, OH – “On behalf of our athletes, thank you for supporting critical Special 
Olympics programs.  Your generous gift has already been put to work on behalf of our athletes and their 
families in Ohio and elsewhere.”

Gratefully, Jessica Stewart, President & CEO

Guiding Eyes for the Blind – “Please accept our sincere gratitude for your generous donation.  This gift will 
be used to provide exceptionally trained, intelligent and loyal guide dogs to people who are blind or visually 
impaired.  Thank you for playing a significant role in empowering people to realize their potential and 
achieve their goals.”

With gratitude, Heather McGorman, Foundation Relations Officer

Little Sisters of the Poor, Palatine, IL – “As May unfolds, bringing with it the beauty of spring and a spirit 
of renewal, our hearts are filled with gratitude for the many blessings we receive, especially your kindness.  
Your recent gift is a true blessing to our Home, allowing us to continue the mission of caring for our elderly 
Residents with dignity, joy and compassion.  Please be assured of our prayers for you and your loved ones,”

With heartfelt gratitude and loving prayers, Sr. Amy Marie, Isp

Ronald McDonald House Charities, Northeast OH – “Thank you for your donation.  Your generosity gives 
families more than a place to stay.  You give them peace of mind in the midst of medical uncertainty.  Your 
support means warm meals, welcoming rooms and compassionate connection when it’s needed most.  Thank 
you for all the ways you care.”
  With heartfelt gratitude, Craig Wilson, Chief Executive Officer 

Society #156 – Cleveland, OH – “Thank you very much for the tuition grant for my Notre Dame-Cathedral 
Latin education.  I am grateful for the gift of Catholic education and the impact it has on my life.”
  From, Sydney Krajnak 

THE EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE

OF THE CZECH 
CATHOLIC 

UNION/CCU LIFE
WOULD LIKE TO 

WISH ALL 
OUR MEMBERS 

A VERY 
HAPPY THANKSGIVING!!!

STASTNY DIKUVZDANI!!!

THANK YOU
St. Therese Parish, Garfield Hts., OH – “Thank you 

for your donation to the committee for the 100th 

Anniversary Celebration at St. Therese.  God bless 

you for your generosity.”

Shirley Hlavaty

IF YOU FIND MISTAKES IN THIS 
PUBLICATION,  PLEASE CONSIDER THAT 

THEY ARE THERE FOR A PURPOSE. 

WE PUBLISH 
SOMETHING FOR  
EVERYONE, AND 

SOME PEOPLE ARE 
ALWAYS LOOKING 

FOR MISTAKES!!!



25

THANKSGIVING QUOTES 
“Happiness is having a large, loving, caring, close-
knit family in another city.”

George Burns, comedian

“The average time for eating a Thanksgiving 
dinner is 12 minutes, which, incidentally, coincides 
with halftime.”

Erma Bombeck, author

“Thanksgiving is an emotional holiday.  People 
travel thousands of miles to be with people they 
only see once a year, and then discover once a year 
is way too much.”

Johnny Carson, comedian

“Tomorrow is Thanksgiving! It’s the day you forget 
about all the fighting and division in the world and 
just focus on all the fighting and division in your 
family.”

Jimmy Fallon, comedian

CZECH PRAYER OF THANKS:
Děkujeme Ti, Bože, za světlo dne, za chléb na 
našem stole a za lásku, která nás spojuje. A  naše 
srdce z stane vdě né a naše ruce otev ené k pomoci 
druhým. Amen.

English Translation of Prayer:
We thank You, God, for the light of the day, for 
the bread on our table, and for the love that binds 
us together. May our hearts remain grateful and 
our hands open to help others. Amen.

Vesele Dikuvzdani
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TROJA PALACE (ZAMEK TROJA)

This palace, built from 1679-1691, is located in the 
Troja district of Prague on a hillside near the Vltava 
River.  It is the only Baroque summer palace of its 
kind in Prague.  Now owned by the city of Prague, 
the palace is home to the Prague City Gallery and its 
19th century Czech art collection.  

The layout of the garden features alleys, terraces, decorative sculptures, ponds and cascading staircases.
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THE STORY OF THE TWO-
TAILED LION 

Once there was a 
knight named Bruncvik. 
Bruncvik set out with 
his fellow knights to win 
for himself and also his 
country a great prize, 
which he could then 
bear on his coat of arms 
as an emblem. During 
their travels, Bruncvik 
came upon a fierce fight 
between a lion and a 
dragon. With the lion 
near defeat, Bruncvik, 
not hesitating, rushed 
to help the lion. When 
the dragon was dead, 
Bruncvik tended to the 
lion's wounds. The lion followed him from then on. 

Having a lion friend was 
fortunate for Bruncvik, since 
there were many dangers 
ahead as he continued his 
quest. Together they fought 
the power of evil. They beat 
them all, until one day they 
came upon a mighty sorcerer 
with a magic sword that 
could crush anything. The 
lion distracted the sorcerer 
and was struck by the 

sword. Bruncvik used his shield as a mirror blinding 
the sorcerer, who dropped his magic sword. Bruncvik 
then turned the magic against the sorcerer and the 
Rock of Darkness crumbled into little pieces. 
Ever since, the Bohemian Lion has had two tails. 
To this day, Bruncvik and his two-tailed lion stand 
guard on the Charles Bridge in Prague. 

This is the chef of La Degustation Boheme 
Bourgeoise in Prague and the person most 
responsible for the idea that Czech food can be fine 
dining.  The restaurant on  Hastalska in the Old 
Town, has held a Michelin star continuously since 
2012, which makes it the longest-standing starred 
restaurant in the country. The menus are built from 
Czech and Bohemian recipes going back to the 19th 
century and earlier, rebuilt with modern techniques.  
It is the opposite of the international fine-dining 
template and it is why the restaurant is on every 
serious list of where to eat in Prague.

GINGERBREAD COOKIES
PERNICKY SUSENKY

2 1/3 C. flour
1 ¼ C. sugar
8 T. gingerbread spice
½ T. baking soda
2 T. honey, heated to lukewarm
2 eggs, lightly beaten
1 T. rum
1 T. grated lemon peel

1 egg, lightly beaten for brushing

Sift all dry ingredients onto pastry board. Add 
remaining ingredients.  Work into firm dough.  Let 
stand overnight in cool place.  Roll out ¼” thick.  Cut 
out shapes. Brush with 1 egg.  Place on waxed paper 
lined baking sheet.  Bake at 325 degrees  for 20-30 
minutes.  Decorate as desired.
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NOTICE TO MEMBERS
A Mass for Deceased members of the Czech 

Catholic Union/CCU Life is offered periodically at 
Our Lady of Lourdes Church in Cleveland, Ohio.

PAYMENTS OF MORTUARY DEATH CLAIMS

The Czech Catholic Union/CCU Life extends its sincerest sympathies 

to the bereaved families of the following deceased members:

       Member                   Society                 Society Date of                  Years a

         Name                    Number               Location Death                 Member

Julie Pena 18 Berwyn, IL 08/09/2025  66
Larry Mawson 143 Cicero, IL 05/07/2026  78
Michael Zysek 156 Cleveland, OH 05/06/2026  52
Theresa Williams 119 Cedar Rapids, IA  03/22/2026  74
Mary Scheidt 3 Chicago, IL 12/16/2025  52
Betty Soukup 156 Cleveland, OH 10/13/2025  55
Alice Jilka 18 Berwyn, IL 06/22/2026  75
Mary Lou Keglovic 101 Cleveland, OH 06/15/2026  83
Edward Holicky 10 Cleveland, OH 11/09/2024  63

BE THANKFUL FOR AMERICA 
Be thankful for America ... 

For all the beauties of the land, 
For every state where freedom rings, 
The blessings found on every hand. 
The flag that waves so proudly, too, 

The country that means so much to us, 
Protecting us in all we do.

Be thankful for America ...In humbleness we pray,
Please God, watch over our dear land And keep it 
safe from day to day . Be thankful for America ... 

LINDEN TREE - CZECH REPUBLIC




